
 
Gun Free Kitchen Tables 

We don't know who she is, but we know we can save her life 

 

Update from the Kitchen Table 
June 18, 2017 
Dear supporters & friends of Gun Free Kitchen Tables (GFKT), 
 
For fifty years now, the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and the Palestinian people who inhabit them, have 
been subjected to Israel’s military rule. Small arms play a central but often overlooked role in this reality. 
Guns are the hardware of daily control, a weapon of mass subjection. They enforce the control of 
occupation, they enforce the control of communities by interest groups and racketeers, they enforce the 
control of families and women by patriarchs and patriarchy. All of these are connected, often materially 
but also through the racism, sexism and other forms of othering embedded in militarization. It seems to 
me no coincidence that Israel’s 50th year of brutal suppression and dispossession of the Palestinian 
people coincides with the unleashing of gun control and the sanctioning of widespread summary 
executions. GFKT is committed and determined to find new forms of resisting the interconnected web of 
armed subjection. Your interest and support, whether new or continued, are hugely meaningful in 
sustaining our resolve and our work. We thank each and all of you. 

Rela Mazali, Coordinator, Gun Free Kitchen Tables 
 
 

 

“Third Party Insurance for Every Gun”  
A key recommendation of the GFKT report visualized in a Facebook post for the report’s media launch; 

Graphic design: Noa Mazali 

 



GFKT’s new report: Media launch – 
A media launch, in March 2017, of GFKT’s new report Loose Guns: Israeli controlled small arms in the 
civil sphere – How many guns and how much control? generated 28 media items in Hebrew, English 
and Arabic, on mainstream, alternative and social media. GFKT partner organizations joined in spreading 
the news. A newsletter from the Executive Director of ACRI (Ass. for Civil Rights in Israel) aired on their 
website and circulated by email, was read by over 1,300 within 4 days. The first post of the Gun Free 
Zone series accompanying the launch on GFKT’s Facebook page, wished readers a Gun Free 
International Women’s Day and reached some 2,400 people, garnering almost 20 shares and some 120 
responses. One of them, from a university lecturer said that he meant to cite GFKT in his course on 
politics and violence as an initiative “that links ‘domestic’ violence with government policy.” A popular 
radio program featured a heated discussion between GFKT activists Meisa Irshaid and Rela Mazali and 
the Head of the Firearms Branch at the Ministry of Public Security. Particularly notable was the broad 
coverage the report received in Arabic: 16 items on television, radio and news sites, local and 
international, including Maan News, Al Kuds, Kul Al Arab and others. And recently the Mondoweiss news 
and commentary site, published Rebecca L. Stein’s interview with Rela Mazali. 
 
 

 

Musawa Channel interview with Atty. Meisa Irshaid of GFKT 

 
GFKT’s new report: Food for talk – 
Both academic and activist venues are taking an interest in GFKT’s new report and in its work. On June 7, 
in Tel Aviv, the INsecurity conference, in Tel Aviv, convened by the “Hamushim” project of the Coalition 
of Women for Peace, a GFKT partner organization, was addressed by Meisa Irshaid. Rela Mazali 
introduced Loose Guns at the workshop “Listening to Narratives of Security and in-Security,” at Ben 
Gurion University, attended by about 40 participants. On May 6-7 Rela discussed aspects of GFKT’s work 
at Sabanci University’s “Gender and Peace” conference in Istanbul. On June 14 at Tel Hai College, Meisa 
and Rela each presented at a panel titled “You will not hurt me,” on activism resisting violence against 
women, to an audience of about 80 students. 
 
  

http://isha2isha.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Loose-Guns-englishweb.pdf
http://www.acri.org.il/en/2017/03/30/the-gun-is-on-the-kitchen-table/
https://www.facebook.com/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97-160175817353648/
http://mondoweiss.net/2017/05/interview-occupation-blindspots/
https://www.facebook.com/events/316456098785191/?acontext=%7B%22action_history%22%3A%22%5b%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22page%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22page_upcoming_events_card%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%5b%5d%7D%5d%22%2C%22has_source%22%3Atrue%7D
https://www.facebook.com/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97-160175817353648/


Feminist oversight uncovers irresponsible policy-making on firearms – 
GFKT is achieving important results in its February petition, on behalf of our home organization Isha 
L’Isha. We petitioned to the court to instruct the Ministry of Public Security and the Israel Police to 
reveal all the information considered in the Minister’s decision to extend authorization for security 
guards to bear arms after duty and store them at home. While the petition is still ongoing, the Ministry 
and the Police have already provided us with relevant documents. As suspected, these contain no 
substantial new data or facts. While the amendment facilitating such repeated authorizations was 
vehemently contested prior to enactment, by GFKT (see our January 2016 and March 2016 updates), no 
data collection or analysis preceded the re-authorization. GFKT’s petition for transparency has begun to 
uncover the reality of Israel’s unfounded, irresponsible and unaccountable policy-making on firearms. 
Supporting the claims of our report, such evidence should further alert and galvanize feminist groups, 
civil society and the media to the laissez faire practices of Israel’s arms control policy. This week we 
wrote the Chair of the Knesset Committee for the Advancement of Women’s Status, Knesset Member 
Aida Touma-Sliman, who convened an emergency discussion of multiplying women’s murders and 
violence against women. Our letter presented the new evidence emerging from GFKT’s petition and 
added: “Based on the information provided to date, the petition has revealed that a government 
decision endangering women was taken without any factual grounds. A piece of Israel’s small arms 
policy has emerged as irresponsible, unfounded and disinterested in women’s security.” 
 

 

“Gun Free Zone” Facebook post for the Loose Guns media launch; 
Graphic design: Noa Mazali 

 
 
Movement building –    
Increasing our efforts to grow a diversified, feminist gun control movement, GFKT is cultivating work in 
communities to circumvent irresponsible government policies on small arms. More important now than 
ever, GFKT is leading a core group of 20-30 activists, Palestinian and Jewish women from an array of 

http://isha2isha.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/%D7%A2%D7%93%D7%9B%D7%95%D7%9F-%D7%99%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%90%D7%A8-2016-%D7%90%D7%A0%D7%92%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%AA.pdf
http://isha2isha.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/%D7%A2%D7%93%D7%9B%D7%95%D7%9F-%D7%9E%D7%A8%D7%A5-2016-%D7%90%D7%A0%D7%92%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%AA.pdf


organizations based in Israel, in a jointly initiated program of action-oriented study. Prioritizing bottom-
up movement building and formed in a participatory process, the study program examines interventions 
in gun control and disarmament, through a series of video conferences with activists from other regions. 
Drawing strength and insights from others’ successes, while learning from their failures, the group hopes 
to plan coordinated strategies for action. A first study meeting (in February) featured a video conference 
with Adele Kirstein and Nurahn Ryklief of Gun Free South Africa. A next meeting, scheduled for July will 
include a video conference with Cate Buchanan of the Athena Consortium. In the interval, the group has 
shared relevant information and research. The evolving Jewish-Palestinian program of action-oriented 
study figured in Rela Mazali’s talk at the “Gender and Peace” conference, linking to the work of Cynthia 
Cockburn, eminent scholar of feminist peacemaking, in whose honor the conference was convened. 
Meanwhile connecting with activist work to challenge Israel’s arms industry as a motor of militarization 
and a profiteer from suppression of the Palestinian people, Rela Mazali attended an international 
workshop on these topics, held in Ramallah. 
  
Joining our staff – 
Noga Kadman, joined the staff of GFKT in April as Coordinator of Resource Development. 

 
 
 

 
To donate to Gun Free Kitchen Tables: 

Click the button at the top left-hand corner of the GFKT home page; Click the “Donate” button on the menu 

Click “Donate” for a one-time donation or “Subscribe” for monthly donations and fill in the form 

AND PLEASE DON’T FORGET: 

On the last screen 

Click the + sign to open the “Purpose of Donation” box & type in: FOR GUN FREE KITCHEN TABLES 

http://isha.org.il/%D7%AA%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99-%D7%A4%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%AA/%D7%94%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%93%D7%97-%D7%A2%D7%9C-%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%9F-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%97/

